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bury"). In mounting the stairs to his chambers in
Grafton Street, he fell and seriously hurt his knee.
No one was on the premises and he lay upon the stairs
alone and in great agony until the morning. The injury
was so bad that he was unable to play again for two
months. In the meantime, things at the theatre went
from bad to worse. Miss Terry was away, and Cymbeline
was revived with a very charming American actress,
Miss Julia Arthur, as "Imogen" and Frank Cooper as
"lachimo." Eleven performances were given to poor
receipts, and after the 8th January, the house was
closed until the 23rd, when Miss Terry, " refreshed by a
holiday in the South of France, reappeared as' Imogen'. "x
This desperate effort to avert further disaster was of
no avail, and the revival ended in a week. The following
evening, Olivia was revived with Hermann Vezin as
" Dr. Primrose/' and Miss Terry in her old part. A glance
at old newspapers shows me that I was then playing
"Moses" and my wife "Polly Flamborough."
Irving did not return to the Lyceum till February
27th. By that time I had ceased to be a settled member
of his company. The " break-away" for which I had
so often longed was a painful one when it came, but of
that I will write in the next chapter. The conclusion
of this one must be on a sad note. My wife and I, for the
first time in our lives, were given seats at the theatre
to witness the reappearance of our old master in Richard
III. The occasion is indelibly impressed upon our
remembrance, for the sensation of sadness which took
possession of us. Perhaps he was not fully recovered
from his recent accident, but he struck us as a man
mortally tired, and the painful impression that his star
was declining overmastered us with a profound sorrow.
I believe he read the part of "Richard" as of a man
physically tired by the time he had achieved the throne.
But this seemed not the mental and physical exhaustion
of "Richard," so much as that of the actor. Some
presage of the disasters before him perhaps overshadowed
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